




“CHECK 21”

Check-changes: The rules involving checks keep changing. Here are the biggest changes in a nutshell.

In 2004, "Check 21" took effect. This meant that customers stopped getting their actual canceled checks returned to them with their monthly statement. 

Next, recipients of bills paid by check were able to convert them into electronic payments, speeding up the time it took to clear & shortening potential "float" time. 

Now this even applies to paying by check at a store. No more making a purchase on Saturday by check, and expecting that the check will not clear before Monday or Tuesday. 

Float has definitely been in retreat, and this will push that process along a little further.

"It was always risky, but now people should know that they just can't count on any real float time at all."
Bad Checks:                http://www.checkprogram.com/static_websites/mchenrycountyil/index.htm 
1. Make personal contact with the check writer; if you are unsuccessful, send a courtesy notice. The check writer has 10 days to respond and remit payment. Sample Courtesy Notice
2. If you do not hear from the check writer or receive payment, simply contact the Bad Check Restitution Program at 877-841-4756 for a bad check crime report form.

3. Fill out the crime report form, attach originals (you retain photocopies) 
of all checks and notification documents, such as return receipts and bank notices and mail to:

McHenry County 
State's Attorney
Bad Check Restitution Program

P.O. Box 970
Woodstock, IL 60098-0970
(postal address only)
If you do not receive restitution within 60 days, contact the 
McHenry County State's Attorney Bad Check Restitution Program.

Sample Courtesy Notice
Date

Dear Check Writer:

You are hereby notified that a check numbered _____ in the face amount of $ ________, issued by you on _________ drawn upon ________ bank, and payable to _______________, has been dishonored. You have ____ days from receipt of this notice to tender payment of the full amount of such check plus a service charge of $_____, the total amount due being $________.

Unless this amount is paid in full within the time specified above, the holder of such check may turn over the dishonored check and all other available information relating to this incident to the State's Attorney for criminal prosecution.

Closing,

Your name
Address 
